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Newsletter SOID Cambodia   1st of February 2015 

 

Wim and Gertie Dohmen visiting SOID in Cambodia. 

 

We are about to complete our visit to SOID in Cambodia and we would like to inform you about what 

we have done in the past three weeks. We had days full of joy, but also days with worries and 

problems.  

 

Of course we visited our school. As usual we had a very warm welcome. The children recognize us and 

they expect us to recognize them, but that’s a heavy task (150 children ....). We have attended a 

number of classes, including English lesson using the computer and projector. That is especially 

designed for the children to learn a correct pronunciation while that is very hard for them - their 

language doesn’t look anything like English. But we are regularly surprised by the good English of 

some of our students. 

 

    

 

On Saturday morning, the school library is open for the kids. When we visited the library we were 

surprised how eager the kids are taking this opportunity. The children can read books in their own 

language and in English. 

 

 
 



 

2 
 

   

 

When we visit SOID we always want to do something fun with the kids from the school. Even now we 

could not escape the traditional trip to a large basin on the west side of Siem Reap. You can swim well 

there (but there are hardly any children who can) and they get something to eat there. It was a trip 

full of joy! 

 

In our Newsletters in 2014 we have told you about the poverty family of Chamrong. That is a boy who 

along with four other children is cared for by two grandmothers. The parents are deceased or missing. 

In 2014 we built a new home with the help of sponsors and since that time they receive a monthly 

donation from some sponsors. We were relieved when we saw that the children are now considerably 

better off than in 2014. They look clean and better nourished than a year ago. Chamrong’s health, 

which concerned us extremely in 2014, has improved enormously. We had a package with food and 

care products with us and for the children we have bought new clothes, all sponsored by different 

people. 

 

        

At the house of Chamrong's family 

Alarming reports had reached us about another family-the family of Srey Mom (the girl who lost a leg 

in a traffic accident in 2014). The family has two daughters and a son. The daughters are students of 

our school; the son follows secondary education paid by SOID. We paid a visit to the family together 

with Mr. Vanna. It showed us that they actually don’t possess anything. They live in a structure that is 

the kitchen of their neighbour’s home; they allow them to live in there. They don’t have a toilet in 

there. If they want to cook, they have to borrow a pan. They have nothing to sleep under or on (apart 

from some plastic bottles bottoms from which they eat and drink). Then they also have a daughter 

who is missing a leg. The mother of the family is unemployed, the father has occasional work. These 
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people are desperate. It surprises us that they nonetheless send their children to school. Many 

Cambodians that live in a comparable situation have their children leave from school to let them 

work. In a UNESCO study that was released in January 2015 it was reported that a quarter of the 

children in Cambodia between 7 and 14 years old are forced to leave school because they have to 

work. 

 

We have consulted with our Belgian fellow board members and we have decided to try doing 

something about the situation of this family. We are very keen to ensure that the children can 

continue to go to school. Meanwhile, the family is supported by two sponsors. During our visit we also 

purchased on behalf of a number of sponsor’s, some furniture, bedding and clothing for them. We 

will try to get a customized toilet in the village for the child who lost her leg. We investigate the 

possibilities for a proper accommodation for this family. 

 

            

The cooking shed (l) in which the family of Srey Mom and Srey Mom herself (pink shirt, the girl of the 

accident) sleep in. 

 

A happier story follows. As reported earlier SOID now provides a home for five children with a care 

giver. It has become a tradition that when we visit SOID, we will provide one or more dinners. So once 

again: one night we got pizza (which was not laziness from our side, but a desire of the children) and a 

week later we cooked pasta. We were again deeply impressed by their appetite.   

 

 

Pizza (left) and pasta (right) 
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In 2014 we received the promise of an American foundation that they will cover the costs for Thay 

Thear (our eldest orphan) of hairdressing training, and furthermore they also want to pay for the 

secondary education of another orphan from SOID. Attempts by the foundation to send over the 

money, have so far come to nothing because the US government do extensive and time-consuming 

research on the performance of American foundations after the attack in New York ("9/11"). This is a 

routine, but it's very frustrating because the foundation can’t transfer any money abroad. Eventually, 

the foundation decided to hand us the money over by cash. That has just happened. 

 

        

On the way to receive the money.              With Tom, a board member of the American foundation. 

 

When we are in Siem Reap, we also sometimes go to a neighbourhood of Veal Village where some of 

the children live that attend our school in order to treat them to an ice cream, we also had a sponsor 

for this treat. One of the teachers of the school was in charge of preventing any chaos around the ice 

cream cart. 
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In Veal Village 

 

Looking back over the past three weeks we can say that we have had a very useful time here at Siem 

Reap. We have discussed and arranged many things, such as finance, salaries at SOID, using the 

money in SOID Education fund, development plan for older children in SOID, performance in school, 

communication and reporting, the living circumstances of a number of children and numerous other 

issues. We also had a lot of fun with the children in these three weeks of our visit to Cambodia. We 

can look back with great satisfaction on this time.  

The last Sunday afternoon we went to visit Mr. Vanna’s home to say Good Bye again. 

 

      

Farewell at Mr. Vanna’s home, with his family and a number of children of SOID 

 

 

Wim and Gertie Dohmen 


